[Remission in phase II and phase III studies: criteria and prerequisites].
We identify factors of influence for the observed variability of published rates of remission and we derive from these findings prerequisites and criteria for the assessment of remission in cancer therapy. As a consequence we postulate a separate assessment of patients with measurable and with non-measurable disease and a complete documentation of those patient characteristics in order to compare rates of remission of different studies. Several methods for the determination of sample sizes in phase II and phase III clinical trials are presented and discussed.